4io              AN AUSTRO-GERMAN ALLIANCE    [Mar. 9,

preparatory steps came to nothing*. Andrassy seemed
better disposed. It was necessary, however, to put my
old idea into a new shape, in consequence of the altered
situation. / wanted an open constitutional alliance
against a coalition, indissoluble, i.e., only to be dissolved
on our side by the Emperor, the Federal Council, and
the Eeichstag, and on theirs by the Emperor and Trans-
and Cis-Leithania. Then came the Turkish War, the
Berlin Congress, and the execution of what had been
there agreed upon. In St. Petersburg they expected us
to look after their interests unconditionally, and to
support all their demands. "We could not do that,
however, as some of them were unfair and dangerous.
They began with imperious and arrogant warnings, and
finally proceeded to threats. I could only explain that
by the supposition either that an understanding had
already been arrived at between Vienna and St. Peters-
burg, or was being negotiated. Andrassy's Russian
journey and various other circumstances seemed to
confirm these apprehensions, and so last summer I was
in a state of great anxiety. France would doubtless
have soon joined the other two. In these circumstances,
it was questionable whether England would have stood
by Germany., as that country can never be easily induced
to take sides with a Power which does not seem to have
the upper hand. It was, therefore, with a heavy heart
that I went from Kissingen to Gastein, and when
Andrassy came I was very curious to hear what he
would say. I then ascertained, however, that nothing
of the kind existed. No understanding had been come
to with Eussia. I then brought forward my idea, which
he immediately accepted, that is to say, he was in
favour of the alliance, but not of a constitutional one.
He would not hear of that, nor t>f publicity; and,